
The Gospel in Pictures
-- a presentation of salvation for kids and adults --



People, the earth, and a 
question

Why are you here?  What is 
your life all about?  In order to 
understand that, we have to go 

back to the beginning.

?



..   ..

A heart and a home

God is love.  Everything God 
does is motivated by love and a 

way of showing love.  Out of 
God’s love, God created the 
world to be a special home 

where we could play and work 
together with God and one 

another.  We were connected to 
each other, ourselves, the earth 

and God.  All was good.



..   ..

A break that tears God’s 
heart and touches all

But it didn’t stay that way.  
People grew tired of following 
the rules of God’s home and 

chose to make their own rules 
instead.  This broke God’s heart 

and brought death into the 
world, which broke everything: 
our connection to God, to each 

other, to the earth and to 
ourselves.  Things were a mess.



..   ..

A scroll, a megaphone, a 
house and a flag

But God’s love is strong.  It isn’t 
threatened by messiness, and it is 

bigger than brokenness.  God 
continued to show His love by 

helping His family follow His ways.  
He sent them special rules (the 
law), special messengers (the 

prophets), provided them with a 
special place to worship Him (the 

temple) and a special land in 
which to live (the promised land).



..   ..

A break that reaches over 
everything

Still, people’s brokenness infected 
everything, even God’s good gifts.  
We needed someone to show us 

how to follow God’s ways (a 
leader), to be perfect like we could 
not be (a savior) and to offer us a 
love so strong and true that we 

would never want to be without it 
again (a friend).



..    ..

A line to connect heaven 
and earth, taking on and 
covering our brokenness
So God sent His only Son, 

Jesus, to be our leader, savior, 
and friend.  He came to be a 
living picture of God’s love by 
exchanging His life for ours: 

taking on our brokenness so it 
could be healed, and offering us 
a chance to be connected once 

again.



..    ..

A line to connect all of God’s 
signs, taking on and 

covering our brokenness
Jesus was the fulfillment of all of 
God’s messages.  He restored 

our connection with God, 
ourselves, each other and the 

earth.  He became our new law, 
our final prophet, our living 

temple, and our promised land.  
But for everything to be new, He 
also had to become our death.



..    ..

An empty grave at the base 
of the cross

But as you know, God’s love is 
strong.  Stronger even than 

death.  God raised Jesus from 
the dead and He came back to 
life again!  Through Jesus, God 
really did make it possible for 
ALL of our brokenness to be 

healed!!



..    ..
  

We become God’s home 
and the way His love is 

made known in the world
Jesus’ returned to heaven, 

making it possible for our bodies 
to become home to God’s Spirit.  
If we choose to let Jesus be our 

leader, savior, and friend, He 
lives in us and we become living 

pictures, (just like Jesus!) of 
God’s love.  Jesus will come 

again, and we will get to be part 
of His new creation.



..    ..
  

Arrows that connect 
everything to God’s love

The strong love of God that lives 
in us if we ask Jesus to be our 

leader, savior, and friend, 
changes the way we work and 

play.  It motivates us to love the 
earth, love each other, love 

ourselves, and love God.  We 
begin to spend time taking care 
of people and letting God take 
care of us.  We become new!



..    ..
  

?
The question that covers it 

all
Even though God’s love is 

strong, it never bullies.  It always 
lets you make your own choice.
Do you want Jesus to be your 

leader, savior, and friend?  If so, 
you have two jobs:

1) Tell your Small Group Leader
2) Tell your parents

They will help you respond to 
God’s invitation.



How to help a child
“mark the moment”

Responding to God’s invitation 
of salvation begins with a single 
decision, but continues to unfold 

over the course of a lifetime.

To help a child mark their initial 
decision, encourage them to be 
baptized and to do the following:

1) Help the child tell God in 
prayer that they want Him to 
be their leader, savior, friend

2) Help the child find an item 
(rock, plant, certificate, Bible, 
etc.) to keep somewhere 
special to memorialize the 
moment.

3) Help the child think of 2 
people to tell about this 
experience.



How to help a child
“begin the relationship”

Asking God to be our leader, 
savior, and friend begins a 
relationship that grows in 

coordination with key practices.  
Just like married people do 
certain things to keep their 

relationship strong, we need to 
do some things to grow with 

God as well.

Here are some practices that 
support our relationship with 
Jesus and help us position 
ourselves to grow closer to Him.  
Help the child to begin practicing 
some of these in a community of 
others who love Jesus and will 
encourage them in this practice:

● Prayer
● Bible Study
● Bible 

Meditation
● Confession
● Service

● Worship
● Tithing
● Silence
● Solitude
● Fasting
● Celebration


